
Study Abroad Program ACADEMIC
AFFAIRS

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.fairmontstate.edu/academics/study-abroad

guides.library.fairmontstate.edu/studyabroad

www.fairmontstate.edu/finaid/transient-study-abroad

“I had absolutely no interest in 

leaving West Virginia, let alone 

America, when I was in high school. 

I got here and got a little curious 

after meeting some professors and 

saw a flag or banner advertising 

a class that was taking a trip to 

Canada, which was the first time 

I left the country. When I got 

into that class I really realized 

that the best way to learn about 

America, and especially American 

government, is to leave America and 

to see it from the outside.”

Sean Raffferty

FSU Alumni

OVERVIEW

Study abroad can be an important part of any program of study at Fairmont State. 
International experience develops a global perspective and human connections 
with the world at home and abroad. Students who choose to study internationally 
enhance their career possibilities and further their personal development.  

A variety of opportunities are available to fit the goals and situation of many 
students. The International Study Coordinator will help to identify appropriate pro-
grams and register intent to participate.  Fairmont State students have successfully 
completed programs in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas, with program length 
ranging from one week to one academic year.  Programs are carefully screened 
to allow for transfer of credit back to Fairmont State University upon successful 
completion.  With advance planning and approval, students will not fall behind on 
progress toward their degree.

Study abroad is appropriate for students seeking any degree on campus.  In addi-
tion to broadening experience and gaining confidence, students gain insight into 
higher education in other countries and the daily lives of their fellow students.  This 
perspective adds depth of knowledge to their program of study, and to their future 
career in any field.

A relationship with our affiliate KEI (www.keiabroad.org) offers students the oppor-
tunity to transfer financial aid and scholarship packages to their study abroad expe-
rience.  Students are also eligible for an affiliate discount on KEI semester programs.

Students may incorporate language learning into their study abroad experience.  
Cultural immersion is an excellent way to acquire language skills.  Students may also 
choose to study at an English-language university, found in many countries even 
where English is not the official language. The situation varies greatly with each 
student and each program.

It is important that students and faculty work closely with the International Study 
Coordinator whenever they leave the country under university sponsorship. We 
have developed procedures to support safety and security abroad, and to respond 
efficiently in an emergency situation. The Office of International Study monitors 
international situations in order to make wise decisions together with our interna-
tional travelers.
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Megha Basnet, Pashupatinath Temple, Nepal

Winner of the 2013 International Photo Contest

Kevin McGrath, Lake Ohrid, Macedonia (FYROM)

Runner-up in the 2013 Study Abroad Photo Contest

Michelle Ramsey in Paris

Honors Trip, spring 2013

PROGRAMS

Fairmont State University offers experiences in the following cat-
egories of international study travel :

• A week-long trip embedded in an FSU course

• A summer trip with FSU faculty

• A semester, year, or summer abroad at a KEI affiliate program 
site (www.keiabroad.org)

• A semester, year, or summer abroad with a program adminis-
tered by a college or university in West Virginia (WVU, West 
Liberty, WVSU, etc.)

• A semester, year, or summer abroad with a third party 
administrator (see listings at www.iie.org).  Students who 
choose this option may be unable to transfer financial aid and 
scholarships to use during their time away.  They will need to 
fill out paperwork in advance with the Office of International 
Study to determine whether credits will transfer.

• Complete the FSU study abroad authorization paperwork

REQUIREMENTS :

To qualify for a study abroad experience, students must :

• Be enrolled at FSU

• Be in good academic standing

• Have completed one semester of coursework before applying

• Have a minimum 2.75 GPA

• Have the maturity to study abroad and maintain academic 
responsibilities while abroad

CONTACT INFORMATION

Erin Hippolyte, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of French
International Study Coordinator
Department of Language and Literature

305 Jaynes Hall 

Erin.Hippolyte@fairmontstate.edu 
Phone: (304) 367-4598


